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seizing the opportunity to make stra-
tegic investments in long-term basic
research and build and leverage public-
private partnerships to support the
shorter term R&D that will help create
jobs now and long into the future.

As we struggle with our own deficits,
we too can make the strategic choice
to continue to invest in our future—
both in our human capital and physical
infrastructure—or we can make the
strategic choice to permanently cede
our leadership, to fail our current gen-
eration of young people and to put our
economy in a state of stagnation for
years to come.

STEM education is another critical
component to the Nation’s economic
competitiveness. Yet according to the
Program for International Student As-
sessment, the U.S. currently ranks 17th
in science and 25th in math out of 34
countries. Though our best STEM stu-
dents have no trouble competing with
their international peers, on average,
our K-12 students continue to lag far
behind their international peers in
math and science aptitude. According
to the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress (NAEP) 2009 science
assessment, 34 percent of the fourth-
graders, 30 percent of the eighth-grad-
ers, and 21 percent of the 12th-graders
performed at or above the proficient
level in science. When eighth-graders
were tested again in 2011, they achieved
a modest 2-point gain in the percentage
of students demonstrating proficiency.

When the results are broken down by de-
mographic groups, we see a 6—7 point gender
gap that begins somewhere between the 4th
and 8th grade and persists through 12th
grade. Even more troubling, there are huge
and persistent gaps across racial/ethnic
groups. Among African American students, in
2009 only 11 percent of fourth-graders, 8 per-
cent of eighth-graders, and 4 percent of
twelfth-graders performed at or above the pro-
ficient level in science. The number for His-
panic students—14, 12 and 8 percent, respec-
tively—are only slightly better. The one small
sign of improvement is a 4 point gain for His-
panic 8th graders from 2009 to 2011. But how
as a nation and as parents and grandparents
can we tolerate any of these numbers for any
of our students?

We must also do better at the college level.
Even among those minority students who
have access to high-performing schools or
who otherwise succeed against the odds and
enter college intending to major in a STEM
degree, fewer than 20 percent finish within five
years, compared to a 33 percent 5-year com-
pletion rate for White students and 42 percent
for Asian students.

We’ve been talking about “A Nation at Risk”
since the report by that name came out nearly
30 years ago, but in that time we’ve made lit-
tle to no improvement. Some suggest we may
even have gone backwards. As long as our
nation overall was still number one, it was
easier for our leaders to let year after year
pass without taking the hard steps to take on
an enormous set of challenges in a large and
diverse country where, rightly so, education is
controlled at the local level.

However, the world is changing, the de-
mand for STEM skills is steadily increasing,
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and our nation’s leadership is being chal-
lenged. At the same time, our demographics
are shifting in profound ways, making the ra-
cial/ethnic gaps that much more consequential
for our future. By the year 2050, minorities are
predicted to represent 55 percent of the na-
tional college population.

| am heartened by many of the initiatives
going on now at both the federal and state
levels, including the Obama Administration’s
Race to the Top, Initiative and the state-drive
common core standards in math and science.
Nevertheless, we have a long way to go to en-
sure that the U.S. continues to produce the
world’s best scientists, mathematicians, and
engineers and to make sure that every student
is prepared for the highly technical, high-pay-
ing jobs of the future. According to 2008 data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the pro-
fessional information technology (IT) workforce
was projected to add a little under a million
new jobs between 2008 an 2018. This rep-
resents more than twice the rate of overall
workforce growth over that same period. Many
high-tech companies cite the availability of a
skilled STEM workforce as the number one
reason for determining where they locate their
facilities. Producing students with the STEM
skills needed to fill the jobs of the future is
necessary to maintaining our nation’s innova-
tion capacity and creating new high-skill, high-
paying jobs at home.

We need to take a step back and refrain
from making short-sighted, ill-advised cuts to
our R&D and education investments in pursuit
of illusory budgetary benefits. While we debate
turning the lights off on groundbreaking re-
search projects, shuttering world-class re-
search facilities, stopping emerging industries
in their tracks, and losing many of our best
and brightest scientists from the STEM pipe-
line for good, our competitors in China, India,
and elsewhere are surging ahead in their in-
vestments in R&D, STEM education, and
emerging industries.

| urge all of us, as we undertake our very
difficult task of trying to set us on a more sus-
tainable fiscal path, to do whatever it takes to
prioritize steady growth of our investments in
science, technology, and STEM education. It
is when our economy is hurting the most that
we should be redoubling our efforts to inno-
vate our way into a brighter future of new jobs,
new technologies, and untold societal benefits.

————
CORRUPTION IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, this year I pushed for and re-
ceived a congressional investigation
into the Dawood National Military
Hospital in Afghanistan based on alle-
gations that senior Afghan medical
personnel sold U.S. military medical
supplies and that Afghan soldiers and
police were dying in the facility from
untreated wounds and malnutrition be-
cause their families couldn’t come up
with the necessary bribes to pay the
hospital staff for their care.

The Afghan surgeon general, General
Ahmad Zia Yaftali, was complicit in
the corruption. U.S. Army Lieutenant
General William Caldwell was instru-
mental in covering it up by not only
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delaying an investigation but by lim-
iting the scope of it when it did occur.
Neither General Caldwell nor General
Yaftali have been disciplined for their
conduct.

Last week I was in Afghanistan and I
visited the hospital. I left Afghanistan
confirming my belief that the greatest
threat to the future of Afghanistan is
not the Taliban but the pervasive cor-
ruption that permeates every level of
Afghan governance and the lack of
leadership by the United States in con-
fronting it.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 55
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

—————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Leslie Callahan, St.
Paul’s Baptist Church, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, offered the following
prayer:

Gracious God, we offer thanks for the
joys and challenges of self-government,
which this House and the whole Con-
gress symbolize.

In a world ravaged by violence, polit-
ical and domestic, we enter gratefully
the sanctuary of these Chambers for
peaceful deliberation for this Nation’s
good. Even in the spaces of deep dis-
agreement may these debates be sea-
soned with mutual understanding. May
Your presence as liberty, love, and jus-
tice walk up and down and, yes, even
between these aisles. Remind everyone
of the sacredness of the trust of their
constituents and the hope of all our
citizens.

At day’s end, may all affected by
their decisions be confident of their
good faith. At the end of the term, may
the reelected redouble their efforts for
the common good and those retiring
find satisfaction in having done their
duty. In the name of all that is holy
and good.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. REED) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
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